
CUI PROTECTION

CUI policy provides a uniform marking system 
across the federal government that replaces 
a variety of agency-specific markings such as 
FOUO, LES and SBU.

*NIST Compliant 

Banner Marking With CUI Specified and Multiple 
Limited Dissemination Controls

CUI Marking 
Control

Use two forward slashes between 
CUI Marking Control, Category, 
and Dissemination Control

CUI Category

Indicates  
“CUI Specified”

Controlled 
Technical 

Information

Not Releasable to Foreign 
Nationals

Federal Employees and 
Contractors Only

Limited Dissemination Control

Use single forward slash to serarate 
multiple entries in same section

CUI//SP-CTI//NOFORN/FEDCON

• During work hours do not read, discuss, or 
leave CUI information unattended where 
unauthorized personnel are present. 

• After work hours, CUI information will be 
stored in unlocked containers, desks or 
cabinets if security for continuous monitoring 
of access is provided. 

• If building security is not provided, 
information will be stored in locked desks, 
file cabinets, or locked rooms. 

• CUI information and material may be 
transmitted via first class mail, parcel post,  
or, bulk shipments.

• CUI information may be transmitted 
electronically via approved secure 
communications systems (encrypted).

Yes

Yes

No

Example

No

STOP

STOP

Does the information 
meet the standards 
for classification in 

accordance with DoDM 
5200.01 Volume 1?

Does the information fall 
within a law, regulation, or 
government-wide policy?

Identify the category(ies) 
the information falls within.

DoD CUI Registy 
https://www.dodcui.mil

This information 
cannot be 

marked as CUI

Go to DoDM 5200.01 
Volume 1 for guidance 

on processing 
classified information.

The CUI category is annotated 
on the document in the CUI 
designation indicator block.

Contolled by: OUSD(I&S)
Contolled by: CL&S INFOSEC
CUI Category(ies): PRVCY
Limited Dissemination Control: FEDCON
POC: John Brown, 703-555-0123
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What is CUI?

CUI CATEGORIES

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN CUI AND FOUO?

CUI stands for Controlled Unclassified 
Information. CUI is a document designation, not 
a classification. CUI is government created or 
owned information that requires safeguarding. 
It is information the government creates or 
possesses that is protected by law, regulation, 
or government-wide policy. CUI is not classified 
information.

Most common on Design documents and 
construction but can also be seen on:

CUI is a marking that is used to indicate the 
presence of CUI basic information. FOUO is 
a legacy marking used to indicate sensitivity 
based on agency policy or practice. 

CUI Markings are applied only to those 
information types (categories) found on the CUI 
registry.

WHAT IS FOUO?

FOUO, or For Official Use Only, is a document 
designation, not a classification. It is used by 
the Department of Defense and a number of 
other federal agencies to identify information or 
material which, although unclassified, may not 
be appropriate for public release.
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